
1.  Select a financial services professional that you and your 
spouse are comfortable with. 
This should be someone you trust to assist you with financial 
resources and education for the financial decisions you will 
continue to make for the rest of your life.

2. Know where to locate important documents. 
Knowing where power of attorney forms, wills, trusts, bank 
documents, stock and bond certificates, partnership papers, 
medical records and other documents are located is critical. 
Passwords for computers and online accounts are also important. 
With Generational Vault®, you can store all important documents 
in one place with 24/7 access for you, your spouse and your 
beneficiaries.

3. Inventory physical and non-physical items. 
Make a list of items in your home that are of value such as jewelry, 
computers, vehicles, collectibles, and anything else you consider 
relevant. Make a list of non-physical items such as brokerage 
accounts, 401(k) plans, IRA assets, bank accounts, life insurance 
policies, long-term care policies, annuities, and any other 
applicable accounts. Both of these lists can be uploaded into your 
Generational Vault account.

4.  Review all financial statements, accounts and paperwork for 
updated beneficiary information. 
Wills and trusts do not always guarantee that your assets will pass 
to your loved ones; in some instances, the beneficiary designations 
on accounts or policies will determine who will receive the funds 
after you die. Life insurance, annuities and 401(k)s should be 
reviewed to ensure proper beneficiary designations. Bank accounts, 
CD accounts and individual brokerage accounts can be susceptible 
to probate unless you are able to assign transfer on death 
designations. Generally, without this feature, your assets may pass 
through probate.

5. Know your outstanding debt. 
This should include a list of credit cards, auto loans, mortgages, 
home lines of credit, and any other applicable accounts. Once 
you’ve determined your debt, plan accordingly with remaining 
assets that you plan to pass to beneficiaries.
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6.   Initiate important estate planning documents. 
At the very least, it is recommended that everyone should have a will, 
power of attorney, and guardianship for any minor children.

7.  Select an estate administrator once your estate planning  
documents are finalized. 
This should be someone responsible for following the rules of your 
will or trust in the event of your death and will be responsible for 
making decisions. Once selected, send copies of your estate plan-
ning documents to your estate administrator.

8.  Know what benefits are available to you from the Social  
Security Administration. 
Lump sum benefits and/or monthly benefits may be payable to 
spouses/children. Gather information on your spouse’s employer, 
approximate earnings for the last two years, and where to locate tax 
returns, your marriage certificate and Social Security numbers for 
your spouse and children.

9.  If your spouse is a veteran, government life insurance and/or 
veterans benefits may be available.
In order to determine what benefits may be available, begin by 
reaching out to your local Department of Veterans Affairs office or 
calling their national number at 800.574.8387.

10.  Discuss burial wishes with your spouse and consider  
 pre-planning for your funerals.

  Pre-planning can help ensure your loved ones will carry out your        
  wishes with ease and less stress. 

http://www.investopedia.com/articles/retirement/10/estate-planning-checklist.asp
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